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Opening Day: How did we get here?

Top Shelf 
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Bellingham, 
WA



Washington Marijuana Legalization 
Background

1. Initiative of the People 502

2. Legalizes marijuana use for > 21

3. Legalizes edibles, infused liquids, concentrates

4. Tightens regulations; “seed to sale”

5. Creates state monopoly

6. Retail MJ vs. Medical MJ

7. Little regulation on advertising

8. No new funds for enforcement

9. DUI MJ enforced

10. Creates “MJ dedicated fund” for public health, prevention, further study



Legalization’s Footprint in Washington

# of 

Cities

Population 

Impacted 

ZONED 33 2,293,070

MORATORIUM 29 1,094,924

BANNED 5 223,416

NO ACTION 8 265,749

Total 75 3,855,879

Key Findings: 
• 39% of surveyed cities have 

implemented moratoriums on 
accepting any marijuana related 
business licenses.

• At least 1.1 million Washington 
residents will be impacted by local 
moratoriums or bans.

• 5 cities have banned marijuana business 
all together.



Need to Rethink Prevention Strategy??

Norms

EnforcementAccess



Legalization’s Impact On Norms Across 
the Social Ecology



Narrative: Youth Culture



Narrative: Messaging to Youth



Narrative: Advertising to Youth



Narrative: Public Health Perceptions



Impact: Family Norms



Narrative: Medical Benefits



Narrative: MJ as Culture



Impact: Regional Norms and Attitudes



Impact: Community/ Societal Norms



Marijuana Legalization Challenges



Majority Positive Norms Still Exist

Ohanapecosh River Mt. Rainier National Park 

Positive Community Norms After 
Legalization

• Majority of population still do not use
• Majority youth still do not use
• Majority of parents still disapprove of 

underage use
• Majority of youth still perceive 

risk/harm
• Majority of peers still disapprove of 

regular use


